Citation: "Report of the Citizens' Advisory Committee on Minority Housing," December 1962.
Folder “Minority Housing,” Box 14. Seattle Office of the Mayor Records, 5210-01. Seattle
Municipal Archives.

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Openhous/doclist.htm




Citation: "Report of the Citizens' Advisory Committee on Minority Housing," December 1962.
Folder “Minority Housing,” Box 14. Seattle Office of the Mayor Records, 5210-01. Seattle
Municipal Archives.

REPORT
of the
Citizens’ Advisory Committee on Minority Housing
December, 1962

CONTENTS

Page
I. Minority Population Concentration 3
II. Causes of Minority Concentration 4
1II. Effects of Housing Segregation 5
IV. Community Attitudes 7
V. Conclusions and Recommendations 9
Minority Report . : . . . & ’ i i =12
APPENDIX
Research Material Made Available . : : - : . oo 13
Organizations and Individuals Used as Resources . . . . 15
Suggested Ordinance . . . . YT e o A . 16

http://www.seattle.gov/CityArchives/Exhibits/Openhous/doclist.htm



Citation: "Report of the Citizens' Advisory Committee on Minority Housing," December 1962.
Folder “Minority Housing,” Box 14. Seattle Office of the Mayor Records, 5210-01. Seattle
Municipal Archives.

I. Minority Population Concentration

From the reports received by the committee from various sources, and
particularly from statistice taken from the United States Census of Housing for
1950 and 1960, it is abundantly evident that a definite minority housing area
has developed in Seattle.

Speaking in this report about “minority” and “minorities”, we are referring
to non-white residents of Seattle. Material submitted indicated a limited degree
of housing discrimination based on religion or ereed. Committee recommenda-
tions hereafter stated are all-inclusive with reference to discrimination based
upon the usual considerations referred to in legislation (race, ereed, color and
national origin).

Seattle population changes between 1950 and 1960 were as follows:
Total Population Negroes Other Non-Whites

RLOOK e s s ORI 15,666 11,501
1960 . £ . . 357,087 26,901 19,627
Growth in 10 years . . 32,212 11,235 8,126

*Included in present area of city.

In spite of increasing population in all groups of residents in the last decade,
the concentration of non-whites, particularly Negroes, has increased. In 1960
78 per cent of all Negroes and 52 per cent of all other non-whites lived in 10 of
118 census tracts into which the Census Bureau divided the City of Seattle.l At
least one non-white resident was found in each of the 118 tracts, In all but 18
of the 1960 Census tracts at least one Negro resided. About three-fourths of all
Negro residents lived in nine census tracts located in a four square mile area,
east of the central business district of Seattle and extending to the west shore of
Lake Washington. Almost 300 blocks within the city were three-fourths or more
non-white. Thirty-eight of these blocks were 100 per cent non-white. A total of
220 additional blocks were approaching the 100 per cent non-white mark with
three or fewer white dwelling units per block. These predominantly non-white
blocks constituted 3 per cent of all blocks in the eity and contained 42 per cent of
the non-white population.?

Between 1950 and 1960 the proportion of the Seattle Negro population living
in 10 census tracts increased from 69 per cent to 78 per cent. During the same
period the actual number of Negroes residing in the 54 census tracts north of the

Lake Washington Ship Canal actually decreased.

1Watson, Walter B, and Barth, Ernest A, T. Summary of recent research covering minority housing in Searde.
Department of Sociology, University of Washingron, August 27, 1962,

*Northwood, Dr. L. K. "An Assessment of the Megro Housing Marker,” Preliminary report. School of Social Waork,
University of Washingron, Ocrober, 1962,
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