
OPPORTUNITIES STEWARDS



Every day an estimated 67 people move to Seattle. We have an 
unprecedented building boom, but the market is not providing 
enough affordable housing. The City of Seattle is taking concrete 
steps to remedy this imbalance. 

In 2016, voters renewed and doubled the Seattle Housing Levy 
($290 million over seven years) and received $21.5 million in 
payments from developers to support affordable housing. Mayor 
Murray and City Council also passed the framework for the 
Mandatory Housing Affordability program that will soon require all 
new multifamily and commercial development in the city to support 
affordable housing either on site or through payments. More renter 
protections were passed, and we are advocating for new laws and 
funding in Olympia. 2017 is poised to be another momentous year 
for affordable housing in Seattle. 

Mayor Ed Murray and OH director Steve Walker announce $47 million in City funding for affordable housing in 2016.

The challenges are great. Nearly 50% of very low-income families in 
Seattle pay over half their income for housing. Rents have increased 
33.6% in the last five years, and 
demand is still high. People are being economically displaced and 
others are struggling to make ends meet.

Seattle is committed to creating an equitable and affordable 
community where low-income people can live. The Office of Housing 
is leading this effort, as we have for 35 years. In 2016, OH programs 
helped make housing more affordable for 2,125 new households, 
over 600 of whom moved into apartments that will be affordable for 
over 50 years. In total, OH has funded, and continues to monitor, 
over 13,000 long-term rent -restricted homes in Seattle.

Our commitment to support and steward affordable housing remains

strong. Read on to learn how we do it.
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The buildings funded by the Office of Housing provide housing for the 
lowest-income households, who  are most burdened by rent.

Serving those most in need
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Homelessness is one of 
the most challenging issues
in Seattle, but one solution 
is agreed to by all - permanent   
supportive housing is key to 
providing a path forward. 
Zachary, who had an unstable    
childhood, found the support he 
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Zachary

Many seniors find themselves unable

to afford housing as they age. Zhongand
Zing found a home near their doctors and 

community at Hirabayashi Place in Chinatown. 
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Zhong and Zing

For teens dealing with 
unstable family situations 

and abuse, homelessness is  
all too common. Carleigh found 

herself staying at youth shelters 
for years until she found out about 
the Marion West Apartments in 
the U District. Now with stable 

housing she can focus on 
her career as graphic artist. 

Carleigh

Milvia , David & Akim

Malvina, David and 
Akim came to Seattle 

for its welcoming 
culture, but found 

themselves living in a 
basement apartment 
with mold and increasing 
rents. Now they have a 
home at Plaza Roberto 

Maestas on Beacon 
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place to live, it is 
a place to grow
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