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December 2009

Dear Friends:

I am pleased to present Livable South Downtown – Executive Recommendations.  This report accompanies proposed land 
use legislation to encourage investment and enhance neighborhood character, helping to implement neighborhood plans.  
City Council will consider this legislation in 2010.

South Downtown is home to Seattle’s earliest history, a gateway to the Pacifi c Rim, a unique blending of diverse cultures 
and ingenuity, a transportation hub and a destination for regional entertainment.  The actions described within this 
report acknowledge the area’s regional and historic context, and describe directions for the future as South Downtown 
neighborhoods evolve over time.  

The report represents the culmination of numerous conversations with individuals and organizations over the past four years.  
It has been a pleasure working with so many community members who care so deeply about the future of South Downtown.  

The City of Seattle continues to work with South Downtown neighborhoods to address neighborhood needs and citywide 
goals through a diversity of actions.  Many of these actions are refl ected in the Related Initiatives chapter of this report.  
Others, such as urban design and economic development strategies, are outlined in the materials found on the project web 
site.  
 
I invite you to join in the ongoing dialogue about the future of South Downtown as the City Council considers 
recommendations for changes to land use requirements for this unique and fascinating area of our city.  

Sincerely, 

GREG NICKELS
Mayor of Seattle
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OVERVIEW

LIVABLE SOUTH DOWNTOWN PLANNING STUDY

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

The Livable South Downtown Planning Study has proposed City land use actions to 
create a more livable community by encouraging appropriate residential and jobs-related 
development in the area.  Recommendations in this report will help to focus the vision for 
a cohesive community made of distinct neighborhoods, where people can comfortably 
and safely live, work and play.  

Goals for the Livable South Downtown Planning Study include: 

Stimulate housing and jobs through changes to land use regulations; �

Respect neighborhood plans and neighborhood character, including historic  �
resources;

Promote an integrated mix of uses;  �

Support connections between neighborhoods;  �

Encourage economic vitality and environmental sustainability; and  �

Accommodate regional services and ensure they align with the goals of the local  �
community. 

Specifi c objectives to accomplish through the project include: 

Evaluate development opportunities and constraints, particularly with regard to  �
housing and jobs; 

Identify desired development character; �

Recommend and implement City land use action to support emerging residential/  �
employment communities; and

Recommend public and private investments that will contribute to a well-balanced  �
community in South Downtown. 

OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY DIALOGUE

The Department of Planning and Development (DPD) is grateful to each member of the South 
Downtown community who has taken time to analyze, provide commentary and consult 
with staff on the many complex issues that arise in this area of the city.  The Livable South 
Downtown Planning Study has been informed by a rich dialogue with the community including 
the following:  

Review of relevant neighborhood plans with special attention to specifi c  �
recommendations that inform the Livable South Downtown Planning Study;

Meetings with community groups and community planners throughout Pioneer Square,  �
Chinatown/International District, including Little Saigon and the industrially-zoned areas;

Meetings with the Pioneer Square Preservation Board and the Chinatown/International  �
District Special Review Board; 

Review and commentary by the Vision 2030 Chinatown/International District community  �
stakeholders group; 

Interviews with individuals throughout the community;  �

Meetings with Seattle City Councilmembers and other elected leaders;  �

Meetings with the industrial community, Port of Seattle offi cials, rail representatives,  �
stadium representatives  and property owners; 

Public open house events;  �

Public hearings and meetings associated with the South Downtown EIS;  �

Consultation with City departments that play a role in South Downtown’s development.  �

Meetings and consultation with the Seattle Planning Commission; and  �

Consultation with the Livable South Downtown Advisory Group.  Notes from the Advisory  �
Group meetings can be found online at:  www.seattle.gov/dpd/Planning/South_
Downtown/.  A list of advisory group members can be found at the beginning of this report.  
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The Livable South Downtown Planning Study was initiated 
to study potential land use and zoning changes to encour-
age investment and vitality in South Downtown neighbor-
hoods.  No study would be complete without understand-
ing the physical environment, including the size and form 
of future buildings and the experience of spaces between 
buildings.  Of particular interest are public living areas that 
will serve people who reside, work and recreate in South 
Downtown neighborhoods.  

Over the years, neighborhoods within South Downtown have 
been the subject of study by City staff, community members, 
students and others.  Information about many of these stud-
ies can be found on the project web site (www.seattle.gov/
dpd/Planning/South_Downtown/Overview/).  This appendix 
presents information about urban design work associated 
with the Livable South Downtown Planning Study, and in-
cludes the following:  

Identifying challenges and opportunities � .  The 
South Downtown Advisory Group and other com-
munity stakeholders were instrumental in identifying 
challenges and opportunities.  

Understanding the impact of future buildings � .  
The Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) helped 
staff and the community to understand the impact 
of potential building heights and forms, and of build-
ing bulk, particularly in areas where future increases 
in density were contemplated.  Images and analysis 
of height, bulk, scale and shadow impacts of future 
buildings can be found in the EIS on the project 
web site.  Subsequent analysis was undertaken in 
Pioneer Square and Chinatown/International District 

to facilitate discussion and decision-making by the 
Special Review Boards.  

Exploring potential improvements and additions  �
to the public realm.  The City initiated several inde-
pendent studies in consultation with the community.  
These studies examined possible opportunities to 
improve the public experience in South Downtown 
as the areas grows, particularly where past planning 
provided less guidance.  

Create and refi ne tools to ensure a “livable” en- �
vironment.  Proposed Land Use Code amendments 
include the introduction of new tools to help ensure 
a positive relationship between future development 
and the street environment, open space amenities 
that serve future populations, and travel-ways that 
work together to serve local neighborhoods and the 
area as a whole.  

APPENDIX G: SOUTH DOWNTOWN’S PUBLIC REALM
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