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KAREN KIEST - Designing Healthy Landscapes:  

PROJECT TYPES: SITES 

Åcampus & civic - back east, california, ubc  

Åpark - madison valley stormwater facility, childrenõs park 

Åhousingð SEATTLE GREEN FACTOR: the chloe, coppins well 

ÅResidences ð madison park residence  

 

FOR EACH PROJECT: FUNCTION 

Å identify - soil, water & plant relationships relative to landscape 

function  

 

FOR EACH PROJECT: PROCESS 

Ådescribe ð intricate dance between clients, contractors and 

maintenance staff and DESIGN PROCESS  

 

 

 

Site, Function & Process   

K|LA  
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BACK EAST ð Lots of Lawn  

 

Residences   

 Lush Landscapes  Campuses ð Lawn + Trees 

 Lawn and More Lawn  

K|LA  

Campuses  
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CALIFORNIA ð San Jose State University  
 

 

Develop and maintain lawns only where they are likely to be used  
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SEATTLE ð University of Washington Law School  
 

 

A bit of a Mix:  Lawns at Primary Walks and Courtyards, Shrub Beds to Edge  



KAREN KIEST |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS KK|LA  

 

CLIMATE ð Rainfall and Temperature  

Boston San Jose 

Seattle  
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VANCOUVER BC:  UBC Public Realm Plan  

ÅAgricultural Road, Main Mall, Memorial Road, Health Sciences Courtyard  

Public Realm Plan:  DESIGN FOR PEOPLE 



KAREN KIEST |  LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS KK|LA  

 

Pavers ð colour bands  

Stormwater swales  

After: Lawn Action!  

Before:  Asphalt  

UBC PUBLIC REALM: Agricultural Road 
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Design  

 

Before  

UBC PUBLIC REALM: Memorial Road 

After : Cherry Trees & Stormwater Swale  
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Design  

 

Before: Pavement & Puddles  

UBC PUBLIC REALM: Health Sciences Courtyards  

After : Seating and Subdrainage  
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A story of stormwater  and 

neighborhood repair  

FROM ôPITõ TO ôPARKõ: Madison Valley Stormwater Facility 
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in December 2006, a 150 -year storm event created a surge of water, mud 

and debris that clogged storm drains and claimed the life of a valley 

resident, trapped in her basement by floodwaters.  

Seattle Times photo  
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Madison Valley Stormwater Project Phase 1  

and Phase 2  

The ôpitõ before the 

improvement project  

Seattle Times photo  
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site plan & panorama looking north  
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seasonal creek  gabion bridge crossing  


